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593 See This Wonder in the Making  sts. 1–2 

1 See this wonder in the making: God Himself this child is taking 

As a lamb safe in His keeping, His to be, awake or sleeping. 
 

2 Miracle each time it happens, As the door to heaven opens 

And the Father beams, “Belovèd, Heir of gifts a king would covet!” 

 
Holy Baptism of Juniper Ann Tafolla and Madilyn Grace Bendewald p. 268 

 

593 See This Wonder in the Making sts. 3–4 
3 Far more tender than a mother, Far more caring than a father, 

God, into Your arms we place them, With Your love and peace embrace them. 
 

4 Here we bring a child of nature; Home we take a newborn creature, 

Now God’s precious son or daughter, Born again by Word and water. 

Confession and Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant 

that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace 

and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 55:10–13 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

 and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

 it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 

 and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 

 shall break forth into singing, 

 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall make a name for the LORD, 

 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Romans 11:33, 36 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

 How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. 

 To him be glory forever. Amen. 



 

Epistle  Romans 8:1–17 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who 

live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh 

is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For the mind that is set on the flesh is 

hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh 

cannot please God. 

 9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead 

will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13For if you 

live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, 

you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive 

the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by 

whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided 

we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

 
 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great crowds gathered 

about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And 

he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some 

seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky 

ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no 

depth of soil, 6but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they 

withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other 

seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9He who 

has ears, let him hear. . . . 

 18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 

not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is 

what was sown along the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a 

while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls 

away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of 

the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what 

was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears 

fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Children's Message 
 

590 Baptized into Your Name Most Holy 
1 Baptized into Your name most holy, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

I claim a place, though weak and lowly, Among Your saints, Your chosen host. 

Buried with Christ and dead to sin, Your Spirit now shall live within. 
 

2 My loving Father, here You take me, To be henceforth Your child and heir. 

My faithful Savior, here You make me, The fruit of all Your sorrows share. 

O Holy Spirit, comfort me,  When threat’ning clouds around I see. 
 

3 My faithful God, You fail me never; Your promise surely will endure. 

O cast me not away forever, If words and deeds become impure. 

Have mercy when I come defiled;  Forgive, lift up, restore Your child. 
 

4 All that I am and love most dearly—Receive it all, O Lord, from me. 

Let me confess my faith sincerely; Help me Your faithful child to be! 

Let nothing that I am or own, Serve any will but Yours alone. 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
 

894 For the Fruits of His Creation 
1 For the fruits of His creation, Thanks be to God. For His gifts to ev’ry nation, 

Thanks be to God. For the plowing, sowing, reaping, Silent growth while we are sleeping, 

Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, Thanks be to God. 

 



2 In the just reward of labor, God’s will is done. In the help we give our neighbor, 

God’s will is done. In our worldwide task of caring, For the hungry and despairing, 

In the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done. 

 

3 For the harvests of the Spirit, Thanks be to God. For the good we all inherit, 

Thanks be to God.  For the wonders that astound us, For the truths that still confound us, 

Most of all, that love has found us, Thanks be to God. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

595 O Blessed Spring 
1 O blessèd spring, where Word and sign, Embrace us into Christ the Vine: 

    Here Christ enjoins each one to be, A branch of this life-giving Tree. 
 

2 Through summer heat of youthful years, Uncertain faith, rebellious tears, 

    Sustained by Christ’s infusing rain, The boughs will shout for joy again. 
 

3 When autumn cools and youth is cold, When limbs their heavy harvest hold, 

    Then through us, warm, the Christ will move, With gifts of beauty, wisdom, love. 
 

4 As winter comes, as winters must, We breathe our last, return to dust; 

    Still held in Christ, our souls take wing, And trust the promise of the spring. 
 

5 Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree, Be praised for this blest mystery: 

    That Word and water thus revive, And join us to Your Tree of Life. 
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