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 March 1, 2026 

 
571 God Loved the World So That He Gave 

1 God loved the world so that He gave, His only Son the lost to save, 

That all who would in Him believe, Should everlasting life receive. 
 

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, Who was made flesh and suffered death; 

All then who trust in Him alone, Are built on this chief cornerstone. 
 

3 God would not have the sinner die; His Son with saving grace is nigh; 

His Spirit in the Word declares, How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 
 

4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son, Forgives all sins which you have done; 

And, justified by Jesus’ blood, Your Baptism grants the highest good. 
 

5 If you are sick, if death is near, This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; That is the firmest ground of faith. 
 

D 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, Be praise now and eternally! 

Confession and Absolution 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

Psalm Psalm 121; antiphon: v. 8 
1I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

 From where does my help come? 
2My help comes from the LORD, 

 who made heaven and earth. 
3He will not let your foot be moved; 

 he who keeps you will not slumber. 
4Behold, he who keeps Israel 

 will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5The LORD is your keeper; 

 the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 
6The sun shall not strike you by day, 

 nor the moon by night. 
7The LORD will keep you from all evil; 

 he will keep your life. 
8The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 

 

Gloria Patri 

 

 
 

Kyrie 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 



 
 P Let us pray. 

O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us 

from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault 

and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 12:1–9 
 1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to 

the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 

make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him 

who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five 

years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s 

son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in 

Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 
6Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the 

Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I 

will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From there 

he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west 

and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. 
9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Hebrews 12:2 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 

 the founder and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

Epistle  Romans 4:1–8, 13–17 
 1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 2For if 

Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what 

does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 
4Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to the one 

who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 

6just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from 

works: 

7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 

 and whose sins are covered; 
8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . . 

 13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come 

through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the adherents of the law who 

are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where 

there is no law there is no transgression. 

 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed 

to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of 

Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 

nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 

into existence the things that do not exist. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Verse of the Day John 3:16 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life. 

 

Holy Gospel John 3:1–17 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

 
  1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came 

to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no 

one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I 

say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, 

“How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and 

be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, 

he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is 

born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind 

blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where 

it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you the 

teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak 

of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 
12If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 

heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the 



Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Children's Message 
 

708 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart 
1 Lord, Thee I love with all my heart; I pray Thee, ne’er from me depart, 

With tender mercy cheer me. Earth has no pleasure I would share. 

Yea, heav’n itself were void and bare,   If Thou, Lord, wert not near me. 

And should my heart for sorrow break, My trust in Thee can nothing shake. 

Thou art the portion I have sought;  Thy precious blood my soul has bought. 

Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord, Forsake me not! I trust Thy Word. 
 

2 Yea, Lord, ’twas Thy rich bounty gave, My body, soul, and all I have 

 In this poor life of labor. Lord, grant that I in ev’ry place 

May glorify Thy lavish grace, And help and serve my neighbor. 

Let no false doctrine me beguile; Let Satan not my soul defile. 

Give strength and patience unto me, To bear my cross and follow Thee. 

Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord,  In death Thy comfort still afford. 
 

3 Lord, let at last Thine angels come, To Abr’ham’s bosom bear me home, 

That I may die unfearing; And in its narrow chamber keep 

My body safe in peaceful sleep, Until Thy reappearing. 

And then from death awaken me, That these mine eyes with joy may see, 

O Son of God, Thy glorious face,  My Savior and my fount of grace. 

Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend, And I will praise Thee without end. 

Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,     

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 

God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,  by whom all things 

were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven  and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 

also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried. And the third day He 

rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  And I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the Lord and 

giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in 

one holy Christian and apostolic Church,  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 

of sins,  and I look for the resurrection of the dead  and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering 
 

Offertory 
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed 

hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 



Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  
P  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those  who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon 

us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon 

us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

Amen. 

 
420 Christ, the Life of All the Living 

1 Christ, the life of all the living, Christ, the death of death, our foe, 

Who, Thyself for me once giving, To the darkest depths of woe: 

Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit,, eternal life inherit. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee, Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod; 

Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, O Thou sinless Son of God! 

Thus didst Thou my soul deliver, From the bonds of sin forever. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

3 Thou hast borne the smiting only, That my wounds might all be whole; 

Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, Rest to give my weary soul; 

Yea, the curse of God enduring, Blessing unto me securing. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

4 Heartless scoffers did surround Thee, Treating Thee with shameful scorn 

And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee. All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne, 

That as Thine Thou mightest own me, And with heav’nly glory crown me. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,  Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, That from pain I might be free; 

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: Thence I gain security; 

Comfortless Thy soul did languish, Me to comfort in my anguish. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

6 Thou hast suffered great affliction,  And hast borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion,  Fully to atone for me; 

Thou didst choose to be tormented, That my doom should be prevented. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 

For Thine anguish in the Garden, I will thank Thee evermore, 

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 

For that last triumphant cry, And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 

 
(Screen) Amazing Grace My Chains are Gone 

 

437 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed 
1 Alas! And did my Savior bleed, And did my sov’reign die? 

Would He devote that sacred head,  For such a worm as I? 
 

2 Was it for crimes that I had done,  He groaned upon the tree? 

Amazing pity, grace unknown,  And love beyond degree! 
 

3 Well might the sun in darkness hide, And shut his glories in 

When God, the mighty maker, died,  For His own creatures’ sin. 
 

4 Thus might I hide my blushing face, While His dear cross appears, 

Dissolve my heart in thankfulness,  And melt mine eyes to tears. 
 

5 But drops of grief can ne’er repay, The debt of love I owe; 

Here, Lord, I give myself away, ’Tis all that I can do. 

 
Nunc Dimittis 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 

people,  a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 



 

Thanksgiving 
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 

only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon 

and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule 

our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

Benedicamus 
A Bless we the Lord. 

 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

718 Jesus, Lead Thou On 
1 Jesus, lead Thou on, Till our rest is won; And although the way be cheerless, 

We will follow calm and fearless. Guide us by Thy hand,  To our fatherland. 
 

2 If the way be drear, If the foe be near,Let not faithless fears o’ertake us; 

Let not faith and hope forsake us; For through many_a woe, To our home we go. 
 

3 When we seek relief, From a long-felt grief, When temptations come alluring, 

Make us patient and enduring. Show us that bright shore, Where we weep no more. 
 

4 Jesus, lead Thou on, Till our rest is won. Heav’nly leader, still direct us, 

Still support, console, protect us, Till we safely stand, In our fatherland. 
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