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578 Thy Strong Word 

1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness;  At Thy speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank Thee, While Thine ordered seasons run. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end! 
 

2 Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, Dark as night and deep as death, 

Broke the light of Thy salvation, Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end! 
 

3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; Bright with Thine own holiness, 

Glorious now, we press toward glory, And our lives our hopes confess. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise , who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end! 
 

4 From the cross Thy wisdom shining,  Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 

From the cross forever beameth, All Thy bright redeeming light. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end! 
 

5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, Alleluias without end! 
 

D 6 God the Father, light-creator, To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever, Praise the holy Trinity! 

Confession and Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Introit  Psalm 22:27–31; antiphon: v. 22 
I will tell of your name to my brothers; 

 in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, 

 and all the families of the nations shall worship before you. 

For kingship belongs to the LORD, 

 and he rules over the nations. 

All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; 

 before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, even the one who could not keep 

   himself alive. 

Posterity shall serve him; 

 it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation; 

they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn, 

 that he has done it. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I will tell of your name to my brothers; 

 in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 

 

Kyrie 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
 A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all let us pray to the Lord. 



 
 A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

810 O God of God, O Light of Light 
1 O God of God, O Light of Light,  O Prince of Peace and King of kings: 

To you in heaven’s glory bright,  The song of praise forever rings. 

To Him who sits upon the throne, The Lamb once slain but raised again, 

Be all the glory He has won, All thanks and praise! Amen, amen. 
 

2 For deep in prophets’ sacred page, And grand in poets’ wingèd word, 

Slowly in type, from age to age, The nations saw their coming Lord; 

Till through the deep Judean night,  Rang out the song, “Goodwill to men!” 

Sung once by firstborn sons of light, It echoes now, “Goodwill!” Amen. 
 

3 That life of truth, those deeds of love, That death so steeped in hate and scorn— 

These all are past, and now above, He reigns, our King once crowned with thorn. 

Lift up your heads, O mighty gates!  So sang that host beyond our ken. 

Lift up your heads, your King awaits.  We lift them up. Amen, amen. 
 

4 Then raise to Christ a mighty song, And shout His name, His mercies tell! 

Sing, heav’nly host, your praise prolong, And all on earth, your anthem swell! 

All hail, O Lamb for sinners slain! Forever let the song ascend! 

Worthy the Lamb, enthroned to reign, All glory, pow’r! Amen, amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the 

hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 9:1–4 
 1 There will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into 

contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious 

the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
2 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 

 you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 

 and the staff for his shoulder, 

 the rod of his oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual  Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

Praise the LORD, all nations! 

 Extol him, all peoples! 

For great is his steadfast love toward us, 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 

 

Epistle  1 Corinthians 1:10–18 
 10I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that 

there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 
11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, my 

brothers. 12What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I 

follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were 

you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and 

Gaius, 15so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the 

household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ 

did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest 

the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 

 18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 

is the power of God. 

  



A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 4:12–25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 

 
  12When [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13And leaving 

Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 
14so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

15“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 

 the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
16the people dwelling in darkness 

 have seen a great light, 

and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, 

 on them a light has dawned.” 

17From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

 18While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, 

“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. 21And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his 

brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 
22Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

 23And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel 

of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. 24So his fame 

spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various 

diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. 
25And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, 

and from beyond the Jordan. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Children's Message 
 

412 The People That in Darkness Sat 
1 The people that in darkness sat, A glorious light have seen; 

The light has shined on them who long, In shades of death have been, 

In shades of death have been. 
 

2 To hail Thee, Sun of Righteousness,  The gath’ring nations come; 

They joy as when the reapers bear, Their harvest treasures home, 

Their harvest treasures home. 
 

3 To us a Child of hope is born, To us a Son is giv’n, 

And on His shoulder ever rests,All pow’r in earth and heav’n, 

All pow’r in earth and heav’n. 
 

4 His name shall be the Prince of Peace,  The Everlasting Lord, 

The Wonderful, the Counselor, The God by all adored, The God by all adored. 
 

5 His righteous government and pow’r, Shall over all extend; 

On judgment and on justice based, His reign shall have no end, His reign shall have no end. 
 

D 6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray,  And make us Thine alone, 

Who with the Father ever art, And Holy Spirit, one, And Holy Spirit, one. 

Sermon 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  the only-begotten Son of God,     

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 

God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 

also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He 

rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and 

giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in 

one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 

of sins,  and I look for the resurrection of the dead  and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 

. 



 

Offering 
 

856 O Christ, Who Called the Twelve  sts. 1, 4–5 
1 O Christ, who called the Twelve, To rise and follow You, 

Forsaking old, familiar ways, For ventures bold and new: 

Grant us to hear Your call, To risk security 

And, bound in heart and will to You, Find perfect liberty. 
 

4 O Christ, who sent the Twelve, On roads they’d never trod 

To serve, to suffer, teach, proclaim, The nearer reign of God: 

Send us on ways where faith, Transcends timidity, 

Where love informs and hope sustains, Both life and ministry. 
 

5 O Christ, the_apostles’ Lord, The martyrs’ strength and song, 

The crucified and risen King, To whom the saints belong: 

Though generations pass, Our tribute still we bring, 

Our hymns a sacrifice of praise, Our lives an offering. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those  who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
1 I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world.  The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain 
 

ref In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 

2 I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, And show me the way to the Father. Refrain 
 

3 I’m looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 
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